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Hi Jill,

Further to your message below, Tania Jardim has a copy of the e-mail which provides details of
the representation made by the Police in December.

As you will see from that e-mail, reference is made to a previous hearing in 2019 held at Brent
Civic Centre.

As investigations into this remain unresolved and form one part of the police representation (the
other being the fact that no response had been forthcoming from the applicant regarding agreed
hours and conditions), I believe that the Committee should be party to the documents as these
will be discussed at the hearing.

Below is the link to the press article highlighting the matter following the hearing.

Queensbury newsagent has licence reduced to combat street drinking | Harrow Times

Regards

John Bean
Licensing Officer
Dorset

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harrowtimes.co.uk%2Fnews%2F17726558.queensbury-newsagent-licence-reduced-combat-street-drinking%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ctania.jardim%40bcpcouncil.gov.uk%7Ce94c363d956d48fccf4908dc15ba225c%7Cc946331335e140e4944add798ec9e488%7C1%7C0%7C638409137178387366%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OEUEXgqKdFXFl46sTNRQS9AMac%2FnGenf%2BQYXfXGdLWU%3D&reserved=0
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London Borough of Brent 


 


Decision of the Alcohol and Entertainment Licensing Sub-Committee following a hearing 


on 18 June 2019 at Brent Civic Centre, Engineers Way, Wembley HA9 0FJ 


 


NOTICE OF DECISION 


 


PREMISES 


Hamiltons  


45-46 Queensbury Station Parade  


HA8 5NN  


 


1. Members of the Sub-Committee 


 


Councillors Ahmed (Chair), Long, Maurice  


 


2. The Application 


 


Application for a Review of the premises licence by the Metropolitan Police. 


 


3. Representation  


 


Police: PS Damian Smith  


Licensing: Susana Figueiredo 


Dip Sukhadiya, Licence Holder 


Mr Panchal, Agent for the Licence Holder 


 


4. The Hearing  


 


PS Smith set out the grounds of the review.  It was explained that the licence operated 


from 05:00 to 23:00.  The police view was that the current licence holder and DPS had 


been misleading the police.  This was of concern because the area was notorious for street 


drinking and anti-social behaviour.  It was submitted by the police that street drinkers 


were purchasing alcohol from the premises.  Further, it was submitted that the licence 


holder had been misleading the police by passing off responsibility for the premises onto 


the previous owner.  The following licence conditions, it was submitted, had been 


breached: 12 (failure to have a personal licence holder on site); 13 (stocking high strength 


larger/beers); 5 and 9 (failure to maintain a refusal and incident book). The front of the 


shop was also completely obscured.  In addition, over the last year Police and the Licensing 


Authority had made a number of visits to the premises.  On each occasion the Licence 


Holder could not provide a copy of his personal licence and frequently staff could not 
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speak sufficient English.  On one occasion Police observed a young underage male playing 


with the street drinkers. On the 2 April 2019 Police became aware that the premises were 


operating without a DPS in place.  


 


The police requested that the licence be revoked.  Whilst it was accepted that this was a 


serious step, it was submitted that this was a proportionate step.  The police did not have 


confidence that a reduction in hours or suspension would solve the issues.  The police set 


out that they had tried to work with the premises since November 2018 but there had 


been no improvement.  There had been warnings given to the licence holder, to no avail. 


The premises were adding to the street drinking problem.  There were persistent breaches 


of the licence.   


  


Susana Figueiredo explained that the Licensing Authority supported the police position.  


On the 24.05.2018 the Authority had received complaints from the ASB team.  After the 


Review had been brought, Licensing Officers visited the premises on the 23 May 2019.  


The licence holder was present.  Conditions 6; 7; 9 and 10 were either not met, or not fully 


met.  Whilst there had been a little improvement (for example there were no high 


strength beers on sale), this was very limited and the Authority still had major concerns.  


Ms Figueiredo set out that, in her view, the premises were not properly managed.   


 


It was confirmed, under questioning, that there was no evidence of underage sales.  


Further, that it confirmed that there were 6 licensing premises in the area.  The police 


emphasised that every time they visited the premises whilst the licence holder was polite, 


he did not seem to have an understanding of how to run his business.   


 


The Licence Holder, via his agent, explained that the licence holder has held a personal 


licence since 2014.  It was submitted that the Agent had now been engaged to resolve all 


of the problems at the premises.   Conditions were suggested in connection with where 


alcohol could be purchased from – i.e. authorised retailers.   A change in DPS was offered.  


The concerns of the police and licensing authority were accepted by the licence holder – 


however it was submitted that with the new conditions and a new DPS the licensing 


objectives could be upheld.  The sub-committee were asked not to revoke the licence.  


 


Under questioning it was confirmed that the agent had been engaged upon the Review 


being brought.  Further, that all Staff at the premises had permission to work in the UK.  


The Licence Holder explained that most of his alcohol sales took place in the evening, from 


7pm onwards.  Around 30-40% of all sales was alcohol.  The Licence Holder, confirmed 


that he had not had any training since 2014.  He could name the licence objectives.  All 


three members of staff could speak English.  There were two shifts of two members of 


staff each day.  Miniatures were sold.  The Licence Holder was asked why he was only 
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taking corrective measures now, as opposed to when he took over the premises.  He 


stated that he had acted quickly when he realised that there was a problem.   


 


Under police questioning, the licence holder accepted that from the 25 January 2019 he 


owned the premises. Further, from August 2018 he had worked at the store.  At present 


the premises licence holder was the only personal licence holders at the premises.   


 


The Licence Holder explained that, conditions had been breached because he had not 


been present.  The police queried how the licence holder would comply with the new 


conditions, when the current conditions were not being adhered to.  The Licence Holder 


accepted that conditions had not been met, but that he was making amends.  The 


Licensing Authority submitted that each and every time a Responsible Authority 


intervened, small changes were made at the premises, but no overall improvement took 


place.  


 


In summing up, the Police stated that they had no confidence in the management of this 


premises. It was emphasised that, on each and every visit, there were breaches.  


Revocation was sought.  The Licensing Authority supported the police position.  It was 


submitted that the Licence Holder had not been honest.  This had led to a waste of time 


and resources.  The Licence Holder submitted that there was a way forward. It was 


suggested that the licence holder was not running away from his responsibilities.   


 


5. Determination of the Application  


 


The sub-committee determined the application in accordance the provisions of the 


Licensing Act 2003.  Further the sub-committee considered the matter with a view to 


promoting the licensing objectives, namely:  


  


 The prevention of crime and disorder 


 Public safety  


 The prevention of public nuisance  


 The protection of children from harm. 


 


In making its decision the sub-committee also had regard to the Guidance issued under 


Section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 and Brent’s licensing policy.  In addition, the sub-


committee took account of its obligations under section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 


1998.  


 


The sub-committee were mindful of the need to reach a decision that was necessary, 


proportionate, and justified on the evidence before them.  
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6. Decision  


 


The sub-committee have listened carefully to the submissions made by all parties.   


 


On the evidence we have heard, we are satisfied that these premises are poorly run.  The 


Licence Holder has a long history with the premises, either as an employee or as the licence 


holder.  It is clear that there has been a number of serious breaches of the licence 


conditions.  The Police were justified in bringing this Review.  This is an area that is beset 


with street drinking and anti-social behaviour.  We are further concerned about the 


Licence Holder’s interactions with the Responsible Authorities.  


 


Having considered all of the evidence, of note the steps recently taken by the Applicant, 


including the engagement of an Agent, we are satisfied that, with conditions and a period 


of suspension, the licensing objectives will be upheld.  


 


We note that the Applicant intends to apply to change the DPS.  We consider that this 


premises requires new management and we hope that a change in DPS will achieve this. 


 


The following conditions will be imposed: 


 


1. All alcohol sold will be clearly labelled with the premises name.   


2. No miniatures shall be sold.  


3. At times outside those permitted for the sale of alcohol, all alcoholic products must be 


behind shutters.  


 


The hours for the sale of alcohol will be reduced to between 09:00 – 21:00.  We note that 


the Applicant stated that the premises closes at 21:00. 


 


Further the premises licence will be suspended for a period of 3 months. This is to enable 


the new conditions and the application for a change in DPS, as indicated by the Applicant, 


to take place.  


 


7. Right of Appeal 


 


The parties have a right of appeal to Brent Magistrates’ court against this decision  


 


If you wish to appeal you must notify Brent Magistrates’ Court within a period of 21 days 


starting with the day on which the Council notified you of this decision. 


 


Dated: 21 June 2019 
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London Borough of Brent 

 

Decision of the Alcohol and Entertainment Licensing Sub-Committee following a hearing 

on 18 June 2019 at Brent Civic Centre, Engineers Way, Wembley HA9 0FJ 

 

NOTICE OF DECISION 

 

PREMISES 

Hamiltons  

45-46 Queensbury Station Parade  

HA8 5NN  

 

1. Members of the Sub-Committee 

 

Councillors Ahmed (Chair), Long, Maurice  

 

2. The Application 

 

Application for a Review of the premises licence by the Metropolitan Police. 

 

3. Representation  

 

Police: PS Damian Smith  

Licensing: Susana Figueiredo 

Dip Sukhadiya, Licence Holder 

Mr Panchal, Agent for the Licence Holder 

 

4. The Hearing  

 

PS Smith set out the grounds of the review.  It was explained that the licence operated 

from 05:00 to 23:00.  The police view was that the current licence holder and DPS had 

been misleading the police.  This was of concern because the area was notorious for street 

drinking and anti-social behaviour.  It was submitted by the police that street drinkers 

were purchasing alcohol from the premises.  Further, it was submitted that the licence 

holder had been misleading the police by passing off responsibility for the premises onto 

the previous owner.  The following licence conditions, it was submitted, had been 

breached: 12 (failure to have a personal licence holder on site); 13 (stocking high strength 

larger/beers); 5 and 9 (failure to maintain a refusal and incident book). The front of the 

shop was also completely obscured.  In addition, over the last year Police and the Licensing 

Authority had made a number of visits to the premises.  On each occasion the Licence 

Holder could not provide a copy of his personal licence and frequently staff could not 
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speak sufficient English.  On one occasion Police observed a young underage male playing 

with the street drinkers. On the 2 April 2019 Police became aware that the premises were 

operating without a DPS in place.  

 

The police requested that the licence be revoked.  Whilst it was accepted that this was a 

serious step, it was submitted that this was a proportionate step.  The police did not have 

confidence that a reduction in hours or suspension would solve the issues.  The police set 

out that they had tried to work with the premises since November 2018 but there had 

been no improvement.  There had been warnings given to the licence holder, to no avail. 

The premises were adding to the street drinking problem.  There were persistent breaches 

of the licence.   

  

Susana Figueiredo explained that the Licensing Authority supported the police position.  

On the 24.05.2018 the Authority had received complaints from the ASB team.  After the 

Review had been brought, Licensing Officers visited the premises on the 23 May 2019.  

The licence holder was present.  Conditions 6; 7; 9 and 10 were either not met, or not fully 

met.  Whilst there had been a little improvement (for example there were no high 

strength beers on sale), this was very limited and the Authority still had major concerns.  

Ms Figueiredo set out that, in her view, the premises were not properly managed.   

 

It was confirmed, under questioning, that there was no evidence of underage sales.  

Further, that it confirmed that there were 6 licensing premises in the area.  The police 

emphasised that every time they visited the premises whilst the licence holder was polite, 

he did not seem to have an understanding of how to run his business.   

 

The Licence Holder, via his agent, explained that the licence holder has held a personal 

licence since 2014.  It was submitted that the Agent had now been engaged to resolve all 

of the problems at the premises.   Conditions were suggested in connection with where 

alcohol could be purchased from – i.e. authorised retailers.   A change in DPS was offered.  

The concerns of the police and licensing authority were accepted by the licence holder – 

however it was submitted that with the new conditions and a new DPS the licensing 

objectives could be upheld.  The sub-committee were asked not to revoke the licence.  

 

Under questioning it was confirmed that the agent had been engaged upon the Review 

being brought.  Further, that all Staff at the premises had permission to work in the UK.  

The Licence Holder explained that most of his alcohol sales took place in the evening, from 

7pm onwards.  Around 30-40% of all sales was alcohol.  The Licence Holder, confirmed 

that he had not had any training since 2014.  He could name the licence objectives.  All 

three members of staff could speak English.  There were two shifts of two members of 

staff each day.  Miniatures were sold.  The Licence Holder was asked why he was only 
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taking corrective measures now, as opposed to when he took over the premises.  He 

stated that he had acted quickly when he realised that there was a problem.   

 

Under police questioning, the licence holder accepted that from the 25 January 2019 he 

owned the premises. Further, from August 2018 he had worked at the store.  At present 

the premises licence holder was the only personal licence holders at the premises.   

 

The Licence Holder explained that, conditions had been breached because he had not 

been present.  The police queried how the licence holder would comply with the new 

conditions, when the current conditions were not being adhered to.  The Licence Holder 

accepted that conditions had not been met, but that he was making amends.  The 

Licensing Authority submitted that each and every time a Responsible Authority 

intervened, small changes were made at the premises, but no overall improvement took 

place.  

 

In summing up, the Police stated that they had no confidence in the management of this 

premises. It was emphasised that, on each and every visit, there were breaches.  

Revocation was sought.  The Licensing Authority supported the police position.  It was 

submitted that the Licence Holder had not been honest.  This had led to a waste of time 

and resources.  The Licence Holder submitted that there was a way forward. It was 

suggested that the licence holder was not running away from his responsibilities.   

 

5. Determination of the Application  

 

The sub-committee determined the application in accordance the provisions of the 

Licensing Act 2003.  Further the sub-committee considered the matter with a view to 

promoting the licensing objectives, namely:  

  

 The prevention of crime and disorder 

 Public safety  

 The prevention of public nuisance  

 The protection of children from harm. 

 

In making its decision the sub-committee also had regard to the Guidance issued under 

Section 182 of the Licensing Act 2003 and Brent’s licensing policy.  In addition, the sub-

committee took account of its obligations under section 17 of the Crime and Disorder Act 

1998.  

 

The sub-committee were mindful of the need to reach a decision that was necessary, 

proportionate, and justified on the evidence before them.  
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6. Decision  

 

The sub-committee have listened carefully to the submissions made by all parties.   

 

On the evidence we have heard, we are satisfied that these premises are poorly run.  The 

Licence Holder has a long history with the premises, either as an employee or as the licence 

holder.  It is clear that there has been a number of serious breaches of the licence 

conditions.  The Police were justified in bringing this Review.  This is an area that is beset 

with street drinking and anti-social behaviour.  We are further concerned about the 

Licence Holder’s interactions with the Responsible Authorities.  

 

Having considered all of the evidence, of note the steps recently taken by the Applicant, 

including the engagement of an Agent, we are satisfied that, with conditions and a period 

of suspension, the licensing objectives will be upheld.  

 

We note that the Applicant intends to apply to change the DPS.  We consider that this 

premises requires new management and we hope that a change in DPS will achieve this. 

 

The following conditions will be imposed: 

 

1. All alcohol sold will be clearly labelled with the premises name.   

2. No miniatures shall be sold.  

3. At times outside those permitted for the sale of alcohol, all alcoholic products must be 

behind shutters.  

 

The hours for the sale of alcohol will be reduced to between 09:00 – 21:00.  We note that 

the Applicant stated that the premises closes at 21:00. 

 

Further the premises licence will be suspended for a period of 3 months. This is to enable 

the new conditions and the application for a change in DPS, as indicated by the Applicant, 

to take place.  

 

7. Right of Appeal 

 

The parties have a right of appeal to Brent Magistrates’ court against this decision  

 

If you wish to appeal you must notify Brent Magistrates’ Court within a period of 21 days 

starting with the day on which the Council notified you of this decision. 

 

Dated: 21 June 2019 
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Queensbury newsagent has licence reduced to combat street
drinking
24th June 2019

By Adam Shaw
@adamshaw41

Local Democracy Reporter

Hamiltons, in Queensbury Station Parade (Image: Google Maps)
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A newsagent has had its licence hours reduced due to street drinking and anti-social behaviour
nearby.

Hamiltons, in Queensbury Station Parade, had its alcohol licence reviewed by Brent Council after
concerns it was failing to uphold the licensing objectives.

The licensing committee agreed there needed to be some variation to the shops̓ licence to help
combat alcohol-fuelled anti-social behaviour in the area.

It means it can now only serve alcohol between 9am and 9pm – the hours were previously 6am to
11pm. Bottles must be covered by shutters outside of these hours.

The shop can also no longer sell miniatures, and it must “clearly label” all alcohol sold with the
premises name.

Licensing officers from the council and the police expressed concerns about the ability of the
licence holder, Dip Sukhadiya, to effectively manage the shop.

Damien Smith, from Metropolitan Police, said he had shown a “flagrant disregard for the
licensing objectives” and there were “consistent breaches”.

He added Hamiltons has failed to take on board the police s̓ concerns about facilitating street
drinking near Queensbury Station.

In a report, licensing officers from Brent Council pointed out there was no incident book on site, a
Challenge 25 poster was not in place and the CCTV system did not hold recordings for the correct
length of time.
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The officers compared themselves to “consultants” and said Mr Sukhadiya was “waiting for
someone to tell him what to do and how to do it”.

Mr Sukhadiya explained there have been changes since the licensing visits, including new refusal
and incident books, a clearer shop window front and a logbook of staff training.

His legal representative said additional conditions would enable “a way forward”. He said the
licence holder is not “running away from his problems” but “listening to what officers are saying”.

The licensing committee agreed there was not enough evidence to completely revoke the licence
and decided a reduction in hours and stronger conditions was the best course of action.
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